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Call for papers - Seismopolite Journal of Art

and Politics issue 3

Reimagining the political geography of place and
space

In the coming issue we wish to focus on political geographies, as well
as artistic interventions in, and reimaginations of, such geographies.
The distinction between “place” and “space” is of particular interest,
as it 1is fundamental not only to much art, but also to our global
situation within neoliberal political geography. If time has come for
us to reimagine this geography, as well as the interrelationships
between, and definitions of “space” and “place”, is it thinkable that
art could be an ideal site for such reimagination?

The construction and exploitation of a particularism of the local also
seems indigenous to the logic of neoliberalism, in the sense that it
relies on the opposition between place and space to be able to expand
in the first place. Among other things, the space-place dichotomy
facilitates the reduction of developmental issues, political unrest or
violence to irrational expressions of local misguidance, backward
culture or belief systems. When the evolution of neoliberal space is
merged with democratic and civilizing pretentions, the otherness and
fixed specificity of places appears to be a legitimate pretext to
expand into always new (potentially profitable) areas in and beyond
the periphery.

The self-fulfilling prophesy of neoliberal geography also constitutes
an effective impasse in alternative visions of political geography -
on the one hand, by making the critical reconstruction of place and
its interconnectedness with a larger picture, beyond the dichotomies
of space/place and local/global, superfluous - on the other, by
dissimulating any locally based meaning of universality that cannot be
reduced to the civilizing prospects and ideals of neoliberal
universalist geography. In this sense, the self-upholding myth of the
local which neoliberal geography feeds on seems to express another
form of orientalism, convincingly presenting itself and its worldview
as the necessary cure to global and local problems, and reversely;
presenting political issues in localities beyond its borders as a
temporary void in its over—-arching, inescapable logic.

Contributors from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds
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are invited to submit articles, exhibition reviews or
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geography of place and space”, through a high variety of possible
angles.

Topics may include, but are not restricted to:

— Artistic approaches to political geography, artistic intervention in

geopolitical discourses and decolonization strategies.

— The concepts of space and place in art, and their renegotiation
through art

— The role of art and artists in the rewriting of history and
political geography in post-colonial situations.

— The relationship between neoliberal political geography and
orientalism

— The art biennial as a global phenomenon, and its role in the
(re)negotiation of political geography

— The relationship between the global art scene and neoliberal
political geography.

— The relationship between art and geography

For guidelines and payment rates, please
contact Seismopolite Journal of Art and

Politics at submissions@seismopolite.com

We accept submissions continuously, but to make sure you are
considered for the upcoming issue, please send your proposal, CV and
samples of earlier work to us within February 15, 2012.

Completed work will be due March 5, 2012. Commissioned works will be
translated into Norwegian and published in a bilingual version.
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